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custom, but with the strength given by a long and happy
history.1 The Sisters of Notre Dame of Jeanne de PEstonnac,
and the daughters of the Holy Ghost, founded respectively
in 1606 and 1706; the congregation of St. Peter Fourier,
dating from 1597; the Dames de St. Maur, who as early
as 1678 had had in Paris a Training College for religious
teachers; the various congregations placed under the
patronage of St. Joseph, all were regrouping themselves
and meeting new conditions. So, too, were the Benedic-
tines, the Trinitarians, the Sisters of the Visitation, the
Sisters of St. Thomas of Villanuova, the Sisters of Charity,
and the " Dames de la Retraite."2
Apparently these many Orders in no way sufficed to
meet the need.   The early years of the century saw the
foundation of the Dames Bernardines at Lille, and the Sisters
of Notre Dame (kter called " de Namur ") at Amiens,
This congregation was closely allied in its origins to the
Society of the Sacred Heart, for its  saintly foundress,
Julie Billiart, shared with Mother Barat the friendship
of Father Varin, and the two Orders grew up side by
side until the day when the same interference that had
troubled one institution forced the other  to  seek in
Belgium liberty to develop along its own lines.    At
Lyons, ClaudineThevenet dedicated a congregation to Jesus
and Mary;   at Cherbourg, St. Madeleine Postel founded
the Sisters of the Christian Schools; at Mete, Madame
de Mejanes created the Institution of St. Qbretienne, while
from a school kept by Madame Desfontaines during the
Commune the congregation of Sainte-Clothilde took its rise.3
Finally an Institute dedicated to the Sacred Heart and
1 See Hfff&re & Sit Anglic de Merm tt & tout I'ordre des UrsvBaes> Postel, vol. ii;
also Hfrjtafrv & la Ufa de Stt Ursuk et fa Ursulines de Bou/ogtte.
*  See Uti Stole dt PEgfoe de Fraaft, Baunard, chap, vi, pp. 116-21.
*  Seeabove, Parti, Chap. VH.